The Native Americans

This is about the people living in North America long before the Europeans arrived.

The first arrivals

We think groups of people arrived in North America over a long period,
between 12 000 and 40 000 years ago. They were hunters from Asia.
They crossed from Asia on a strip of land that is now under water.

These groups spread through North America, and into South America.

Some developed great civilizations. (For example, the Inca and Aztecs.)
Today, their descendants include the Native Americans of the USA, and

the rainforest tribes of the Amazon in South America.

Where the tribes lived

There were hundreds of different tribes, living all over
the continent. Map B names some. The colours show
regions where tribes shared a similar way of life.

Adapt and survive

The tribes adapted to their environments, to survive.
For example:

# The Inuit of the freezing Arctic hunted seal, walrus,
bear, whale, and reindeer (caribou), for food. They
burned whale oil, and dressed in animal skins.

¢ The tribes of the Great Plains lived by hunting buffalo.
They used every part of the buffalo: flesh for meat,
skin for clothes and tents, and bones to make tools.

# The South East had fertile land and a warm climate.
So the tribes there settled down to farm. They built
large towns, and developed a flourishing civilization.

A Ve evolved in East Africa over
200 000 years ago, and slowly spread.

The tribal
regions

P Arctic
[] sub-Arctic

B Eastern
Woodlands

[ southeast
[] Plains

i Great Basin
B Plateau

B Northwest
Coast

[T] california
[ southwest

] middle
America

{
|
I
!

Native American reservation

< Chief Four Bears of the Mandan tribe, painted in 1832

by an American painter called George Catlin.
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When the Europeans arrived

We don't know how many Native Americans there were, when the . -
Europeans arrived. But at least 2 million, and perhaps over 10 million. =

At first, the Europeans and Native Americans were quite friendly.

Tribes traded furs, leather, and food with the Europeans, in exchange
for things like guns, knives, kettles, beads, and alcohol.

The Europeans in turn learned about new crops, and how to farm
them. For example corn, potatoes, pumkins, and beans.

Some Europeans were deeply impressed by the Native Americans and : S
their way of life. Others treated them as little better than animals. A Native Americans on horseback.

. . Many were very skilled riders.
The American Indians today

A river of tears
When the white men came, it was the start of our river of tears.

First, the illness. They brought strange new diseases, that we could not
treat with our native medicines. Smallpox was the worst. Many
thousands of us died from it.

Then they took our land. We fought many battles with them over land.
We fought bravely. But in the end, they won because they had more guns.

Some of them would have liked to kill us off, like vermin. Instead they set

up reservations — land they permitted us to live on. Much of it was poor
: land. For example in the 18303, they forced five tribes from their fertile

farmland in the South East to a reservation on the Great Flains. Many
* thousands starved to death, on the journey and on their new poor land.

on a reservation in South Dakota.

By 1900’ we had given up the struggle with the white man.

Our lives today
- Today there are about 2.5 million of us. But we are no longer proud and free.
‘About half of us are scattered acrose America, in towns and cities.
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.. The rest live on reservations. There are around 300 of these. We run them btn/:e Natiye Americy,,
) ourselves. But the truth is, most of us live in great poverty. We have poor urk:d e i ;S
education, and little work. Many of us are alcoholice. Suicide is common. Seathe gs, "4 used tye

0
Some settlements run casinos, where outsiders come to gamble. i theiy 1, ; Z’;/s, ang,
ress

It brings in money. But it is alsc destroying the remains of our culture.

Once upon a time, people could walk from Asia to See if you can suggest reasons for the pattern you
North America. Explain why. found in 4. Maps A and B in Unit 3.1 may help.
Look at map B on page 58. Which of these Native So, what was the impact of the European settlers, on
American tribes had you heard of before (if any)? the Native Americans? Answer as fully as you can.
Look at Chief Four Bears. What do you think his clothing It may help to compare maps B and C, on page 58.
is made of? Map B and the text have clues! The Native Americans, and the tribes of the Amazon
Look at the Native American reservations, on map C. rainforest, have quite a lot in common.
Where in the USA are most of them? From what you know already about rainforest tribes,
in the western half b in the eastern half and their history, do you think this is true? Explain.
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