How much does Gambia gam
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Tourism can help poorer countries - but perhaps not as much as you'd expect.

We take Gambia as example.

About Gambia

¢ Gambia is a small country of about 1.7 million people, in West Africa.
It was a British colony until 1965. It is 90% Muslim.

® It is very poor. It has no fossil fuels or metal ores. Its main export is
peanuts. 75% of Gambians depend on farming.
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+ But it does have some big attractions: golden beaches, friendly people,
and a warm, dry, and sunny climate during our winter months.

# So, like many LEDCs, Gambia relies on tourism as a way to earn money.
It has over 110 000 tourists a year. (Over half are from the UK.) _ o
About 18% of its total GDP is from tourism. {-/\‘ Rl HCRmbia e
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So is everyone happy?

Overall, Gambians welcome tourists. They need their money.
Around 1 in 7 of Gambia's workers are in jobs related to tourism.
Without tourists, Gambia would be poorer.

But tourism has also brought some conflicts. Like these ...
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But instead they import
nearly all their food — can

Showers and swimming you believe it-?

pools evewhee..and

our village has only one tap.

Its a lovely hotel.
But we don't
leave it much
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in really skimpy clothes. £ . At least it’s a real job.

That really offends us. £ Many of our young men
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The worst thing is — Gambia
does not get much of the
tourist money,

Any money they make
helps us — but it
shames us too.
Right. Most of it goes to
foreign companies.
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