MOW imagine ...

This unit tells you a story, to introduce the pros and cons of tourism.

Your paradise home

| think
theyll like it.

Imagine you live on an island. Let’s
call it Xi. It has a great climate,
golden beaches, thick forests, exotic
wildlife, and 100 people. You farm
and fish. You are poor, but content.

Then one day a boat arrives, with
10 strangers. To see the island!
You give them food and a place to
sleep. They give you money. In a
few weeks they go off again, happy.

Some islanders decide to put up
new huts, in case more strangers
arrive. And next year, 20 turn up!
They go everywhere, but mainly
onto your beaches. That's okay.

The years go by. Each year, more
huts get built. More strangers
arrive. They bring more money.
For a few weeks they relax and
have fun. And then they leave.

It’s really
not fair.

Now there's no room for you on
your own beaches. More and more
trees are being cut down, for new
huts. You notice there's a lot less
wildlife — and a lot more rubbish!
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The money is helping the island.
You have built a school hut, and a
clinic hut. You have hired a teacher
and nurse from the mainland. All
the children go to school. Great!

But some islanders, and even some
strangers, get greedy. They take
over land that was once shared.
They build huge huts. They invite
lots more strangers. Not so good!

You're always

You begin to resent the crowds of
strangers everywhere. And their
skimpy clothes, and bad manners.
You depend on their money now -
but you can’t wait for them to go.

Most of the islanders feel like you.
They are no longer content. There
is conflict everywhere. You feel you
have gained some things, but lost
a lot. Where did it all go wrong?




