I love my car!

This unit is about the car industry, which has been very important to the USA.

The dream on wheels

The stories of America and the car are closely linked. For many people,
owning a car was part of the American Dream. And the bigger the better!

A Two American icons: Elvis Presley, and his pink Cadillac.

It started with Mr Henry Ford ...

Henry Ford did not invent the motor car. But he was the first person to
set up a factory making low-cost cars that ordinary people could afford.
His factory was in Detroit, in the state of Michigan.

He started with the Ford Model T. it was launched on 1 October 1908.
Over the next 20 years, 15 million Model Ts were sold, across America
and around the world.

Why Detroit?

Detroit was a good place to set up a car plant, because it was in the area

people called the manufacturing belt. This area had:

¢ lots of steel works, thanks to coal from the nearby coal fields, and iron
ore from around Lake Superior. These were transported by water.

plenty of workers, because most new immigrants arrived in New York,
the USA's biggest city.

lots of customers nearby. It was (and still is) one of the USA's most
densely populated areas. Look at the map on page 57.

But Mr Ford was a fan of globalisation too. Within 20 years of opening his
Detroit factory, he had set up car plants in the UK, Canada, France, India,
Germany, and Australia. (Ford still has several plants in the UK.
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The USA’s top manufacturing
industries

petroleum (oil refining)
steel

motor vehicles
aerospace
telecommunications
chemicals

electronics

food processing

= ° ?,

" CANADA @h
% f
Y

HSA

o

Rochester

—
etrmtué .
Chicago o C [ﬂveland

;-.,_,e

-Né\JN York
U Philade!phia

Key
[ manufacturing belt = capital city
[[] coal fields = other cities with over

200 000 people
-~ state boundary

B iron ore deposits




The impact on the American way of life

Other car companies learned from Ford. And soon, millions of people in
the USA were proud car owners. They began driving everywhere, instead
of taking trams. The impact was enormous.

¢ Now people could live further from their work. So new housing estates
were built beyond the edges of cities. This encouraged urban sprawl.
# Large areas of cities were concreted over, to make car parks.

# Shopping malls with huge car parks were set up away from city centres,
which caused many city centres to decline.

Today, in many suburbs, if you don’t have a car, you can't easily get to
a shop to buy basic things like milk.

The bigger the better

For several decades, the American car industry flourished. Cars got bigger
and flashier, with fewer and fewer miles to the gallon. But nobody cared.
The USA had plenty of oil, so petrol (gas) was cheap.

All things must change

In the 1970s, the rosy picture began to change.

¢ First, the USA's oil deposits were being used up fast. So more and
more oil had to be imported.

¢ In 1973 the world oil price shot upwards. So petrol prices rose too.

# Japan began to export smaller, less expensive cars to the USA.
People liked them. So Japan opened car plants in the USA.

¢ Now there is pressure to come up with cars that don't burn petrol,
to help fight global warming.

The car industry today

Today, the American car industry is in trouble.

¢ The Big Three American car companies - Ford, General Motors, and
Chrysler - are still based in Detroit. But selling fewer and fewer cars.

¢ That's largely because of competition from foreign car companies.

¢ In 2008, the USA (and other rich countries) went into a period of
recession. Car sales fell everywhere. So that did not help.

The government had to lend the Big Three money, to stop them going
bust. But if they are not able to revive their business, they will have to close.

A No need to get out!

Your turn

1 Using the maps on page 62 and 139 to help you, 3 The car has helped to shape America’s settlements,
say where the USA's main manufacturing belt is. and change the landscape.
Use geographical terms like north and coast in your Do you think this statement is true? Give evidence
answer. And name some cities and states ! from the text. One of the photos may help too.

2 a See if you can give two positive ways in which 4 The Ford Motor Company is in difficulty. Imagine you

Mr Henry Ford helped to change the USA. are the head of Ford. What will you do, to help Ford

b Can you think of any negative impacts he has had? survive? Come up with as many ideas as you can.
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