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X The USA: a superpower? a
: A Population

‘ ~ @ The USA has the third largest

population in the world:

China 1300 million

India 1130 million

USA 304 million

UK 61 million

What's a superpower? Is the USA one? And what challenges
does it face? This unit will help you answer those questions.

What's a superpower?

The term superpower is used
to describe a country that has:

. -

¢ a large population

¢ a large strong economy
# great military strength
# great political influence
¢ great cultural influence.

Is the USA one?

So is the USA a superpower?
Read A ~ E, and see what
you think.

B Economy
| @ The USA is the world's largest
economy. It produces more

wealth each year than any other
country. (It has the highest GDP)
# Here's some GDP (PPP) data:
USA  $14.6 trillion*
China $7.8 trillion
India  $3.3 trillion
UK $2.3 trillion
* a trillion is a million million

Did yow

know? y o™
worleds 10 best E' Cultural influence o
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known bmmr;z;n ' ‘D Political influence # American culture travels the
7 axe A ol # The USA is big, strong, wealthy, wgrld!
& No 1 is Cotw _ and a military power. So it has # It influences what people wear,
and eat.

plenty of influence on other
countries.

@ It usually wants to co-operate
with them, to make the world a

¢ We watch American films, and
TV series, and listen to American
music.

@ Much of the influence is due to

s

€ Military strength

| ¢ The world spends around $1200 safer place. ; _
billion a year on its armies, # It gives aid to many poorer t.he spread of American companies
warships, fighter planes, and countries. like Coca-Cola and Nike.

@ But it has often used force, and
the threat of force. So it has
made scme enemies.

weapons.
# The USA spends by far the most
— almost half the total!

A American influence?

A An American stealth bomber.
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'our country is addicted to oil.
All those cars and trucks to feed!
It's the world's top oil consumer.
= Around 20 miillion barrels a day.*

(Keeping S el : ﬁ; e \ # The USA does have some oil of
0 -

Many American companies are The USA was built by immigrants. L g = b”:j no;c nearly enough.

moving work to China and other 4 But now some people say you S 3;’;‘;‘; st?f;ngainoc:tirne gvery

low-wage countries. are allowing too many new ; :
e e e immigrants in. 4 And there’s that other problem

But think about the challenges _
Imagine you are the President of the USA. You are-ﬂ_‘li;-Wér]d@;-
most important leader. But it does not mean your life is easy.
Look at the challenges you face: :

cheap goods made in other
countries, not America.
@ All this means fewer jobs for

¢ They say it's putting a strain on
housing, schools, and hospitals.
# Others say immigrants help the

linked to oil: global warming.

So how can you wean the USA off
oil? How can you encourage new

economy.

Americans. types of fuels and cars?

So should you camy on as you are? * A barrel of cil is 159 litres.
Or cut back on immigration?

How will you get the right balance?

\

So how can you save jobs?
Or create new ones? How can you
keep the economy strong?
J
Global warming \
The USA is the top emitter of
carbon dioxide per person. That gas
is linked to global warming.
& They say global warming will
bring you water shortages, and
more powerful and frequent
storms and hurricanes.
¢ The world wants the USA to
cut its CO, emissions.
4 But the USA depends on oil for
transport, and coal for electricity.

# And cutting emissions will cost
your industry a fortune.

_
\

War, or peace?

The USA invaded lraq in 2003.

This has made it many enemies.

# Will you continue to use force
against your enemies?

4 Or will you do your best to make
peace with them?

@ Is your duty to make sure
America is safe from enemies.

So what will your policy be?

A Signing his first orders on
fighting climate change, in 20089.

How will you tackle this dilemma?

\_ _J/

Your turn

4 Do you think people in other countries would agree
with the order you gave in 2b? Give your reasons
5 Look at the challenges facing the USA. Which of them:
a affect only Americans?
b have an impact on people in other countries too?
6 Imagine you are the President of the USA.
a Which challenge do you think is:
the most important to tackle? ii the most difficult?
b Put the challenges in what you think is their order
of importance, the most important first.

So do you think the USA qualifies as a superpower?
Answer Yes or No.
b Then give a set of bullet points to support your
answer. Include data where you can.
8 2 For this, imagine you are an American teenager.
Look at A — E on page 68. From your point of view,
which is the most important? Explain why.
List A — E in their order of importance, to you.
3 Do you think the President of the USA would give the
same answer, for 2b? Explain.
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