A nation of immigrants

Here you'll find out about the population of the USA, and how it is spread.

Third largest for population

The USA has a population of 304 million. So it is the third largest country
in the world, by population. (China is first, and India second.)

A nation of immigrants

Once upon a time, only Native Americans lived in the land that is now
the USA. They had lived there for thousands of years.

Then, over 500 years ago, the first European explorers arrived.

It was the start of a flood of arrivals.

¢ Many people came to seek their fortune: to get land to farm, or find
other work.

¢ Some were brought by force. At least 640 000 African slaves were
shipped in, between 1600 and 1865. Around 50 000 British convicts
were sent over.
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A New arrivals from Italy. This photo
was probably taken around 1900,

¢ Some came to escape persecution, or death. For example thousands
of Irish people arrived to escape a famine in Ireland (1845 — 1850).
Many Jews fled there from Eurape, during World War II.

¢ In the last 50 years, many highly-skilled people have arrived from all
over the world, including the UK, looking for better jobs.

¢ But overall, most immigrants have been ordinary people, without
much education, ready to work hard and build a better life.

Still arriving
Immigrants are still arriving — around 1.6 million people a year.

They are from all over the world. But over half are from Mexico, and
Central and South America. This group is called Hispanics.

It is thought that over 30% of the new immigrants are illegal. A Get those passports and visas readly!

The mix
Look at these pie charts.

A shows the mix of people living A Population mix in 2007 B Source of new immigrants, in 2007
in the USA in 2007.

The ‘whites’ are mostly Americans
of European descent, and more
recent arrivals from Europe.

Most of the ‘black’ group are
descended from slaves.

B shows new immigrants in 2007.

How it may change - -
White non-Hispanic [ Central and South America

Today, a-lmo_st 70% of the USA's Hispanic [ | Asia
population is white. | Black Europe
: L Asian Africa
IBut e;:perts prec_llct that |_)y 2050, W Mixed race Canada
ess than half will be white. Native American and Hawaiian Oceania

56




off 1o THE UsA I

So where is everyone? The USA's five largest cities
This map shows how the population is spread around the USA. Population
The tiniest white dot represents 7500 people. City (millions)
So the larger the white patch, the more people in that area. New York 8.1

Los Angeles 3.8

Chicago 2.8

Houston 2.0
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1 First, write down what these terms mean. (Glossary?) 4 a Now make a large copy of the table started below.
a push factors b pull factors (You could turn your page sideways.)
2 People have been emigrating to the USA for hundreds . S
of years, and stil are, today Population distribution in the USA
a Make a table with headings like this: The patterns | Possible reasons
1 Overall, the most densely populated
Reasons people huve moved to the USA areas are on the coast. ;
push factors pull factors 2 The east coast is more densely 3
P SO P S S populated than the west coast.
3 The eastern half of the country is more
b Now see how many push and pull factors you can densely populated than the western half
fill in. Page 56 may help, but think up others too. 4 ALSRA LS oo
¢ Underline any factors that might lead you to the USA! b_(? """" SN T
3 Using the pie charts on page 56 to help you, copy and .
complete this paragraph. b Complete statement 4 in your table.
In the USA today, about 66 % of the population is ¢ See how many more statements you can add.
. The next two largest groups are (For example, what's the population density like
(14%) and (13%). The smallest group is arounf:l the Great Lakes?) ,
the , who make up less than 1% of the d Now, in the second column, see if you can explain
population. Over half of new immigrants these days the patterns. The map on page 52 may help.
are . They come from
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