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3 You are entering the twilight zone |

In this unit you will learn how land use changes across
a city — and how to recognise the different land use zones.

It's what they use the
land for. Buildings don't just:
spring up anywhere. Have you
noticed that many cities seem
to follow the same pattern of
land use? Big shops seem to
cluster in the middle, houses
mostly get bigger and smarter as
you move away from the centre,
and garden centres and
supermarkets are located at the
edge. Lets go through the city,
from the centre to the edge,
and you'll see for yourself.

Inside the city

Travel through a typical MEDC city and
you'll see how the land use changes.

What’s land
use, then?

Here’s the CBD. Lots
to see and do: shops, cinema,

slubs, bars, banks and offices.

; Yeah, and to cram it all
| in, they have to build upwards.

But some people are doing up
: ) ] the old houses because it’s near
' The roads, canals, and railway lines all meet at | the city centre.

the CBD. J wE |
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Look how fast it's changed!
Old terraced houses, corner shops.
Lots of the factories have closed.

| The streets make a grid pattern, and the
~ houses are small. They were built for
factory workers. Little or no green space.

The pavements
are wider.
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Trees, big houses, but
. along way to work.

iy
b’ Can we take the 2
bus back?

A

in that car.

| The streets are curvier, and there’s more |
open space - but the houses are still
quite close together.
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Houses often in small groups. Parks,
maybe woods, perhaps a golf course.

Almost in the countryside, but only
| 40 minutes by train from the city centre.

A man called Ed Burgess noticed this pattern in Chicago, and
drew an urban model of it. This model is shown on the right.

An urban model is a simplified diagram of the way land is used
in a city. Of course, real dities are much more complicated, but
models help you to understand what's going on, why things are
where they are, and where things might change.

The kind of journey shown on the opposite page is called a
transect. Looking at transects helps geographers to understand
how and why a city changes from the centre to the edge.
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1 Draw a sketch of the photo above of Cardiff. Label the
land use zones. (The CBD is labelled to help you.)
2 a Read the five sentences below. Which sentence
matches which land use zone? Explain your answers.
A Mrs Ponsonby can't decide which of her four 3
bathrooms to use.
B Izzy and her friends are off to town for a
shopping spree. 4
C They're knocking down the old houses and building
posh flats.
D Mr Brown is parking his car in his new garage. It only
just fits.

E Protesters are sitting in trees to stop the bulldozers
clearing the site for a new football stadium.
b Now try to write five sentences of your own to match
with each zone.
For a town or city that you know, write an account of
your journey from the town or city centre to the
rural-urban fringe.
The words ‘twilight zone' usually describe an inner
city area as it begins to change from being an industrial
zone. How could people ‘brighten up), or improve, the
twilight zone?
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