What are we doing to the rainforests?

Here you'll find out how we are destroying the tropical rainforests.

Where the tropical rainforests are

First, where are they?

The tropical rainforests are in the tropics. (Easy!)

Over 80 countries have some tropical rainforest. But just 10
countries have the giant share: nearly 80% between them.

What's happening to them?

For thousands of years, the rainforests were barely disturbed.
The humans that lived in them gathered fruit, and fished, and
hunted wild animals. But they did not harm the forests.

Now we are destroying them fast. In ways like these:

Logging companies are big culprits.
They cut down trees for timber, for
things like furniture and doors.

... and some by big companies, to
set up cattle ranches, or oil palm
plantations, to make money.

Large areas are being burned, to
clear land for farming. Some by
poor farmers, to grow food ...

About half the Earth’s tropical rainforest has now gone - about 8 million
square km. That's an area nearly the size of the USA. Much of it went in

the last 50 years. And what's left is in danger.

Read on, to find out about the rainforest in Indonesia.

Indonesia’s rainforest at risk

Look at this photo. Great furniture. Soon, when the guests arrive, great food
will be served. And it's another little nibble from Indonesia’s rainforest.

Logging is rampant in the rainforest there. Some has a licence from the
government. But much is illegal. The wood is used for things like furniture,
and doors, and windows. Some finds its way to the UK.

The loggers target just the trees they want. But when a huge mahogany or
maranti tree is cut down, several others crash down with it.

Logging is not the only link with the photo.

Rainforest is also being cleared to make way for oil palm trees. Their fruit
gives palm oil — and we can't get enough of that. It is used as cooking oil,
and in bread, cakes, chocolate, candles, soap, and detergents, for a start.

Now palm oil has another use: as a biofuel. It is being added to diesel,
in diesel engines ... to help in the fight against global warming.
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.A you'll find orangutan in the rainforest on two Indonesian
islands. And nowhere else in the world! So they are in danger.

A Once it was rainforest, full of different plants and
_animals. Now it's an oil palm plantation.

The map on page 58 shows where the rainforests are.
It is hot in those places. Why? (Page 487)

6 These are opinions from four Indonesians.
Choose at least two of them, and write replies.

It rains heavily in the afternoons, in the rainforests.
See if you can work out why. (Page 38 may help.)
Europe has no tropical rainforests. Why not?

i
b You buy our wood and
palm oil. And then you blame
us for cutting down the
rainforest. Hypocrites!

J Y ol

a Why worry? They are just
trees. [t doesn’t matter if
we cut them down.

The top 10 rainforest countries are: Brazil, the

Democratic Republic of Congo, Indonesia, Peru, Bolivia,
Angola, Venezuela, Papua New Guinea, Mexico, India.
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Now find Indonesia on the map on pages 140 —141. 5 6-
(It's near Australia.) Give five geographical facts about 5 |—| ﬂ
it, using the map to help you. Africa South America Asia




